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Rock Lobster Industry Assistance � Adjournment Debate 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Hon Jon Ford again told me that I should be helping crayfishermen. I put it to Hon 
Jon Ford that many small businesses in Western Australia go broke from time to time. How many of those did 
the previous government provide support for? For example, what if a local newsagent discovers that a shopping 
centre has been built down the road and he goes out of business as a result? What about a local travel agent who 
finds that the Bali bombers have put him out of business? What about all the other small businesspeople who, for 
various reasons, go out of business? Do governments provide a support package for them? Crayfishermen are 
small businesspeople; they are operating a fishery. I do not know whether overfishing is the reason we have a 
problem. It would be ironic if we were to say to those people who had overfished the fishery that we would 
compensate them to get out of the business after they had caused the problem. If that is the problem, it stands to 
reason that the government not compensate for causing the problem in the first place. On the other hand, if the 
government is to take away somebody�s licence, then compensation is clearly payable. The honourable member 
knows that that happens in fisheries all the time. I might add that I think some people get compensation that they 
are not entitled to; I am having a good hard look at the packages that have been put in place in the past.  

When governments take direct action that affects people in business, then there is an argument for compensation 
or assistance. I might add that when we debated the liquor licensing amendments here a number of years ago, 
and I suggested that compensation might be payable to hotels because a changed regulation might adversely 
affect their viability, I was told to go away and not be so silly; I was told that the government would not do that 
at all. Instead of saying to me, as Hon Jon Ford has, that we should help these people, come up and tell me what 
they ought to get. Should we give them a lump sum of money to go away? Should we buy their business off 
them? Members opposite do not say that; they just say, �Get out and help these poor people who are losing their 
houses.� 

I did not cause the problem in the rock lobster industry. I do not know who has caused it; I am trying to find out. 
All I know is that I have been the minister for six months and I am doing something about fixing it. A few of my 
predecessors did not do much about it at all and I regret the consequences, but I did not cause them. Nobody did. 
When I know what the causes are, I will deal with them in that context.  
 


